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NEW GOVERNMENT AND NEW SOCIETY. 
‘PREDICTED BY THE PROPHETS.—No. IV. 


Behold Icreate New Heavens and-a New Earth. 


There are agreat many syMbolsin the writingsof the prophets 
which goto show us that the history of the true religion among . 
mankind is divided into two great epochs, or parts, namely: a 
suffering and a triumphant part. That the former of these, or the 
suffering portion of Christian history will come to an end ata’ 
particular padre: is demonstrated by the destruction of the idol 
of royalty described by Daniel in his interpretation of the dream 
of the Assyrian monarch. It is again indicated by the destruc- 
tion of the ten-horned wild beast, exhibited in the 7th chapter 
of the same prophet; and a third time made known tous in the 
9th chapter, where we are informed that this sealed,or eclipsed’ 
condition of the true religion should be continued aint the 
appointed punishment should be ‘*poured out upon the deso- © 
lator,”? or upon that power which has been chiefly instrumental 
in retarding the progress and success of Christianity. The 
sounding of the 7th trumpet in the book of Revelations, is to 
the same amount, where those who have destroyed the earth, 
are themselves said to be destroyed—the desolator is himself des- 
olated; and the kingdoms of this world ‘‘become the Kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ.” This is again indicated by the 
7th vial, which being poured out into the air, denotes the 
universality of that revolution in society which is to give do- 
minion to the true religion. In the 17th chapter of’ St. John 
this is a sixth time intimated by what is said of the European 
governments touching their hatred of Catholicity. This detes- 
tation: of popery by the powers of Christendom, will be con- 
tinued till the word of God, (which concerns their own de-’ 
struction) is fulfilled, when both tyranny and Catholicism shall: 
be destroyed. Finally, the utter destruction of bad government 
and false religion is a seventh 4 shewn us under the striking’ 
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and significant symbols mentioned at the close of the 19th 
chapter. ‘‘And the beast and the false prophet that wrought 


_ miraeles before him, with which/he deceived them that received 


the mark of the beast, and“ them that worshipped his image. 
These both were cast alive into a lake of fire, burning with 
This division of Christian history into a suffering and tri- 
-umphant part, is noticed by that most eminent of eminent men, 
Sir Isade Newton, fn the following manner: ‘As the few and 
obscure prophecies concerning Christ’s first coming, were for 
the setting up of the Christian religion, which all nations have 
since corrupted: so the many and clear prophecies concerning 
the things to be done at Christ’s second coming, are not only 
for predicting, but also for effecting a recovery and re-eslablish- 
ment of the long-lost truth, and setting up a kingdom wherein 
dwelis righteousness. The event will prove the Apocalypse; 
and this prophecy thus proved and understood, will open the 
old prophets, and altogether will make known the true religion, 
and establish it. For be that will w@pderstand the old prophets 
- must begin with this; but the time is not yet eome for under- 
- standing them perfectly, because the main revolution predicted 
in them is not yet come to pass.’” Perhaps, then, it shall be in 
‘ the .new society predicted by the prophets, that Christianity 
will make such rapid strides to dominion. In old society its 
' progress is obstructed at every step. Seeing we have perfected. 
the theory of Reformation, and now know what constitutes a 
clean church, O how desirable to: behold the clean church in 
a clean society! We go for putting the cleansed church in a 
 @lean place. ...... - 
When God styled. the Christian Covenanta new one, he made 
the Jewish Covenant an old one; he antiquated it. Thus it 
is in relation to Society also; when he says ‘‘anew government 
andanew people,” he makes the first government and first peo- 
ple old: but to make room for the new the old must be taken out 
ofthe way. Well, that which decayethand waxethold is ready to 
vanish: present society, made up of rulers and the ruled, hav- 
ing waxed old isready tovanish. We are on the eve of some 
transcendently great change. We are approaching an order of 
things so totally different from the present, that when it comes 
it. will present us with new government and a new people; it — 
will bea mew Society! For Society is composed always and in 
every form, of those who rule and those who are ruled. New 
Society! What a strange expression! It is enough to startle 
the soberest of us. It sounds as harsh to our own ears as did 
‘¢Be baptized for the remission of your sins,” when we used 
it for the first time. New Society! Impossible! We verily 
believe that thousands would sooner believe ina new heavens . 
and a new earth than in the new Society signified by these 
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‘symbols. ‘They could believe in the Most High changing the 
Starry vault, with all’ its gems; and of his burning the solid 
globe herself, with all her treasures, moral and physical, sooner 
‘than in the dissolution of old society, and the creation of new. 
Thus it was with the Jewish nation touching the New’ Cove- 
nant; they could not see tothe end of their own old one. Like 
. US, With society, they thought probably that it was impossible 
for God to make a better covenant than the Mosaic one: they 
‘thought the law of perpetual obligation; but yet we have seen 
that God could make, and that he has made both a new and a 
better covenant, established too upon better promises, and con- 
firmed by better blood than was theirs. Thus will it be with 
society: God will make a new one: he has declared it: and it 
will be better both in its principles and provisions, and embody 
‘higher ameliorations for the human family than are found in 
what is designated civilization, or present society. __ ae 
When the apostle discoursed of the New Covenant he ap- 
pealed to the prophets, and by citing their words, proved infal- 
libly that anew covenant was promised. That there is to be’a 
‘change-ef government and of the people, and by consequence, 
of society, we have, wetrust, already sufficiently demonstrated. 
But again, when the prophet speaks of the merits and pro- 
visions of the new covenant, he teaches us first of-all of what 
it should not consist; he shows us what it should not resemble. 
It was not to be like the old covenant. Well, in making our 
approach to what new society shall positively consist of, let us 
observe first of all what it shall not consist-of, what it shall not 
be like. It sha!l not resemble old society, or it shall not consist 
of the organization of mankind on the very same principles upon 
which present society is organized; for if it did, society would 
be thesame then thatitis now; andthe hew would be the old! anc 
the old would be the new! whichis absurd. It isof excellent 
use to be able to negative numbers and ‘quantities in mathemat- 
-ical science, and it is no less so when wecan do this in religious 
science. The Most High said that the covenant which he 
was to make with the House of Israel, should not be according 
_ to the covenant which he made with their fathers, when he 
-took them by the hand to bring them out of Egypt; ‘‘for they 
abode notin my covenant; and I regarded them not,” said 
Lord. New society, then, shal! not be according to the old, 
for it has violated all the prineiples of morality and religion;: and — 
the Lord regards it not; so that if any one will be its friend, he 
.is. prenownced God’s.enemy. ‘‘Whosoever, therefore, | will 
bea friend of the world, is the enemy of God.”? |The reason 
why God removed the old covenant was that it was not fault- 
jess.. God found fault with it as not being the best adapted to 
-human nature in its presentstate; and hence we may infer that 
.the reason. why God has’ denounced old society is this;‘namely: | 
that it is not faultless-before him; indeed as we have seen he 
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has found great fault with it, and declared that the lust of the 
eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, and all things 
else that are bad, are not of him, but.of the world. Even with 
Christianity in it, it is fullof men ‘*who are lovers of their own 
.selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
arents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, bargain | 
eakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
who. are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God; having a form of Godliness, but deny- 
ing the power thereof.”? New society, therefore, will not con- 
sist of the old government and old people, but of more excellent 
authority, and of a people associated upon better principles. 
Every. thing in old society nearly that is truly desirable, 
is royal or aristocratic; the people cannot reach it; it belongs, 
ifitis good, tothe rich; if it is bad, it is given to the poor; and 
it was doubtless on this account that the gospel was preached 
especially tothe poor, the Most High graciously decreeing that 
_all good, temporal and spiritual, should not be engrossed by one 
class, or bought and sold for money even in the worst form of 
society. But not forgetting the point which we are laboring to 
show, namely: that the new society promised by the prophets 
Shall not be like old society, which is by them condemned, we 
will here introduce the words of a great divine, whose attention 
to prophecy gives him the highest claims upon our respect; for 
notwithstanding all that he has written upon it, but few 
comparatively are to be relied on as capable of writing any thing 
aright on prophecy. 
_ The idea of a Millenium, it will perhaps be urged, is 
irrational, because we are told by different commentators, as by 
bishop Newton and bishop Lowth, that on the arrival of this 
| sesied; all earthly government is to terminate:—But of the 
‘texts which authorize them to draw this conclusion, I am yet 
_ 40 be informed. That the destruction of the present European | 
governments is predicted, | certainly am not disposed to ques- 
tion; butsurely it does not therefore follow that there are to be 
fSubsequently] no governments at all. Very different was the 
opinion of Jurieu. ‘*All those vain titles,” says he, **which 
now serve for ornament and pride, shall then vanish. Broth- 
erly love shall make all men equal; not that all distinction, and 
-all dignity among men shall cease (this kingdom ino anarchy; 
there shall be some to govern and others to obey), but govern- 
ment shall then be without pride and insolence, without tyranny 
‘and without violence.” ‘It is Christianity,” says Dr. McLane, 
“which confirms by positive precepts, encourages by sublime 
promises, and enjoins, under pain of the most tremendous 
evils, those virtues of piety, candor, gratitude, temperance, — 
and: benevolence which strengthen all the bonds of civil gov- 
ernment.” Mr. Stevens, a diligent student of the Apocalypse, 
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jong ago observed that ‘‘the religion of Christ is not-opposed to 
governments, powers and authorities, purely as such; but only 
to governments as idolatrous, as tyrannical, as contrary to the 
laws of Christ;” and it will shortly be seen that there are actu- 
ally passages in Daniel and St. John, which lead us to expect 
that government will continue to exist in themillenium, though 
administered by persons of very a different character from those 
who are at present invested with power. i eT OS 

‘The whole of the Apocalypse”’ says a late writer, ‘‘may be. 
considered as a number of scenic pictures.”? Thus, the material 
images, occurring at the entrance of the 20th chapter, are simi- 
lar to those employed at the close of the 19th. We are there 

told that the ten-horned beast was taken, and with him the 
False Prophet, and that these were both cast alive into a lake of 
fire: that the overthrow of the antichristian monarchies are © 
foretold in this, as well as in other passages, has already been 


seen. But the succeeding verses in chap. 20th proceed a step 


farther. Another symbolic personage—the dragon—is there 
described as appearing to St. John in the prophetic vision; and 
being bound with a chain, till the thousand years be fulfilled. 
Conformably to what was stated in chap. vi, and in agreement 
with its proper symbolic import, I observe, that the dragon, as 
it cannot here denote the tyranny of the Roman empire, ap- 
pears to be put for monarchical despotism in general, 
‘*Now, to bind,” says Dr. Lancaster, ‘‘is to forbid or to re- 
strain from acting; therefore the binding of the dragon for a 
thousand prophetic years, seems manifestly to signify that the 
fury of the monarchical tyranny shall during that period be 
restrained, The angel of the vision is described v. 1, as having 
not only a great chain to bind this figurative personage—the 
key of the sea, by means of which the symbolic sea may be shut 
up. ‘Our translation,,” says Daubuz, turns the whole thus, 
*‘the key of the bottomless pit,’ but abussos signifies always the 
deep, or great sea, in opposition to little watersorseas. 
© Whilst it is remarked by this able commentator that a key 
is the emblem of that which binds and shuts up; he declares, 
in conformity with a passage formerly cited from him, adussos, 
or the sea, is an established symbol for a state of war. Thata 
complete stop will now be put to this unnatural state of things 
is accordingly the interpretation, which he annexes to this’ 
clause of the prophecy. | 
In the verse which follows the account of the symbolic 
dragon, v. 4; the prophet says, ‘‘And [ saw thrones, and they 
eat upon them, and judgment was given to them: and I saw 
the souls of them who were beheaded for the witness of Jesus’ 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the 
beast, neither hi§ image, neither had received his mark upon’ 
their forehead, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned: 
with Christ a thousand years,” " 
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‘+A fter observing from Dr. Lancaster, that a throne is the sym- 
bol of government or power, I shall again cite the first clause of 
the verse, astranslated by Mr. Wakefield: ‘‘and: I saw thrones, 


to the sitters on which judgment was given.”? ‘What can this 


mean,’ says Dr. Lightfoot, “but power and authority to be 
magistrates and judges?” To the same purport Mr. Lowman. 
This ‘‘figurative description seems to intimate order and gov- 
ernment in the kingdom of Christ, that some were to have 
judgment given unto them, or to be raised to the authority of 
magistrates init. This, as all other governments, was to be 
made up of governors and governed.” ‘‘Judgment was given 
unto them. ‘*By judgment,” says Vitringa, ‘here is under- 
stood the office and dignity of ajudge. John has imitated the 
expression of Daniel, who says, **the judgment sat,” that is, 
judges were invested with the power of pronouncing sentence, 
and adorned with the office and dignity of judges. But judg- 
ment involves and carries along with it the idea of govern- 
ment, as Dr. Launey has very well observed on this piace; ‘‘for 
to judge in the style of the Old Testament is to govern.’’ Who 
the persons are who hereafter shall govern, is not however, 
stated by St. John; ‘‘and the reason is this,’ says Vitringa: 
‘‘He expected his readers would compare what he says with the 
parrallel place in Daniel, from whom we !earn that government 
will at length be administered by men of religion and probity.”’ 

_**The parallel places occur in ech. vii. Some of them have 
already been brought forward, and shall not be repeated; but 
verses 18 and 22 have not yet been alledged, ‘** That the saints 
of the Most High shall take the kingdom and possess the king- 
dom for ever,”’ is the declaration of Daniel in verse 18; and in 
verse 22 he says, ‘“‘judgment was given to the saints of the 
Most High; and the time came when the saints possessed the 
kingdom.” Still more perspicuous is verse 27, where it is 
said ‘‘that dominion shail be given unto the saints of the Most 
High.’’ At length, Europe, and afterwards the world at large, 
will be governed by men of pure mora's and uncorrupted Chiris- 
tianity.. Such at least will be the character ofa decided majority. 
**¢To these passages of Daniel St. Paul,’ says Viiringa, *mani- 


festly refers where he says,’ ‘*Do you not know that the saints, 


shall judge the world?” ‘Thatis,’* says Dr. Lightfoot, *‘know 
you not that there shall be a Christian magistracy!’’ This is 
probab!y the true interpretation; but what particalar period, and 
particular description of persons, does the reader conceive the 
doctor regards as here designated by the apostle!—The princes 


and other men in power, who have plundered, or governed the 


European world for these last fourteen or fifteen centuries! 
‘In the xith chapter of the Apocalypse we peruse the account 


of the figurative resurrection of the inhabitants belonging to 
the ‘tenth part” of the symbolic city. In ch. xx we read of the. 
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resurrection of those who have been oppressed and. persecuted 


by the beast, which description differs trom the other:in being 
of a general kind, and unrestricted to any particular country. 
That this is also figurative, Dr. Wiitby has largely, and in my 
opinion, decidedly proved. I repeat the words of St. John, 
“And [ saw the souls of them who were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which bad not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received 
his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” — af 
‘‘Ithas,”’? says Mr. Lowman, ‘*been correctly observed, thatall 


these expressions may very well be understood in a figurative — 


sense. The souls of them who were beheaded for the witness 
of Jesus, and which had not worshipped the beast, may easily, 
and according to the nature of prophetic language, signify per- 


sons of like. temper and spirit with them, of like faith, patience, — 


constancy and zeal.—It is a very easy and natural figure, as 
weil as very common in this book of prophecy, to describe per- 
sons by the rames of such whose tempers and character they 
imitate and follow. ‘Thus the names of Sodom, Egypt and 
Babylon are so often ascribed to Rome, on account she nearly 
resembled them in corruption, pride and cruelty,’? The true 


meaning of this symbolical representation,’ says Dr. Johnson: 


of Holywood, ‘is this: at that period, the. world shall be peo- 
pled with men of the same spirit and. character with the real 
martyrs of Christ; with men, who like them, shail call no man 
on earth, master, in matters of religion; who, free from the 


fetters of superstition and idolatry, and regarding the sacred 


riglits of conscience, shall regulate their faith, worship ‘and 
conduct by the word of God, the infallible standard. Men of 


this character shall in succession live on earth, and enjoy a state 


of great purity and joy.’? Tie martyrs may also be said to live 


and reign with Christ, ‘fon account of the very high but unsu- 


perstitious respect which ihe inhabitants of that age shall pay to 
their memories, and the warm gratitude which they shall feel 
for these good aud undaunted men, who, adhering to the testi- 
mony of Jesus and the word of God, at the expense of their 
fame, fortunes, liberty and lives, were the intelligent and vol- 
untary instruments in the hands of God, of transmitting to 
them that divine religion which they enjoy in such purity, peace, 
and plenty. With respect to the prophet’s expression, says 


Mr. Lowman, that they shall reign with Christ, it may well be 


understood in a figurative sense, as we are said to he crucified 
with Christ, and to live with him, or as Christ himself is said! to 


**Without citing any more passages from the xxth chapter-of 
the Apocalypse, or alledging any more extracts illustrative of the 
words which were jast. quoted, I shall refer those who: may be 
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disposed, minutely to examine this part of the prophecy, to 
Lowman, Johnson, Brenius, Vitringa and Whitby, whose 
opinions on the figurative import of this prediction coincide, 
and are expressed at considerable length: and [ shall here only 
add what has already been stated, that a symbolic resurrection, 
according to the Old Testament and to the Oriental Oneiro- 
critics, signifies a recovery of such rights and liberties as have 
been taken of Prophecy. 
_ Afterall these revelations being delivered to us, may we not. 
with every reasonable prospect of being gratified, cherish the 
pleasing assurance that society will be at no distant period 
essentially changed? Sir Isaac Newton as we have seen i 
the beginning of this paper, says, that the main revolution had 
not come to pass in his day: but observe, we are now two hun- 
dred years in advance of the period at which Sir Isaac Newton 
was born, and consequently are all that time in advance of him | 
in respect to the great Revolution that is to complete and settle 
in a fixed and permanent condition, that new order of things 
which will characterize the future age, which ‘signal revolu- 
tion” Sir Isaac further observes, ‘‘predicted by all the proph- 
ets, will at once both turn men’s eyes upon considering the pre- 
dictions, and plainlyinterpretthem.” Let the reader mark the 
language of the great. philosopher and interpreter. The ap- 
proaching revolution he styles, the ‘‘main,’’ the ‘‘signal” rev- 
olution which all the prophets have foretold. __ 
. ‘May God hasten on the deliverance of all nations. May the 
_ tyranny of those despots and princes who have so long oppres- 
sed mankind, and retarded the progress of Christianity, speedily 
receive a check, and finally an overthrow from which they 
shall never recover while the world endures. Our sou! longs 
for the emancipation of mankind from every thing that opposes 
itself to Christ and Christianity. We wait, but with patience, 
for the conclusion of the present state of society, W. Scot | 


. The following discourse isso fraught with learning, and it 
treats of a subject so intimately connected with the main topic 
of our present volume, that we could not perhaps furnish our 
readers with any thing of a collateral nature more to the point 
than it is. [t contains in fact the substance of all the philos- 
ophy and learning that has accumulated on the prophecy of the 

en-horned Beast for some hundreds of years. W. Scorr. — 

ON THE TEN-HORNED BEAST. 
_ So often are the two-horned and the ten-horned Beasts men- 
tioned in the Apocalypse, and so much depends on the forming 
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vof correct ideas respecting them; that;-before I proceed to the 
examination of any other part of that sacred book, it will be 
Pores to give some account of these emblematic: personages. 
‘The description of them is principally contained in the xiiith 
chapter. That Horns denote not single kings/but kingdoms is — 
‘now agreed by all the commentators; and it is universally ad- 
mitted by them, however unwillingly it may be often admitted, 
that the Ten Kingdoms, mentioned by Daniel and by St. John, 
are the modern dynasties of the European worid which now 
By Daniel Four Beasts, or oppressive empires, are described. 
The last of them, having Ten Horns, belongs to the Roman 
empire, as governed first by the emperors, and afterwards by 
the Ten. Kings, among whom the western empire was parti- 
tioned: and it is this emblematic Beast, in its last state, as ex- 
isting in the time of these monarchies, which St. John repre- 
sents in his visions. It is ‘for the convenience of the prophetic 
calculations,’ that the Roman western empire ‘is considered as 
subsisting, though in a new form, under the Ten Kings among 
whom it was to be divided.’ The identity of thesetwo Beasts, 
a that-of Daniel and that of John, Romanists and Protestants 
alike admit. ‘The Beast that arose out of the sea (Rev. ch. 
-xiii.),’ says that learned Jesuit Alcasar, ‘evidently relates to the 
Fourth Beast in Daniel, ch. vii.’ That ‘the whole description 
of it is borrowed from the viith chapter of the prophecy of 
Daniel,’ is the declaration of Mede. ‘it is,’ says 
Dr. Cressener, ‘unquestionable that the Fourth Beast in — 
Daniel:is the same with the beast in the Revelations, and 
‘espcially in the time of the little Horn.’ Fes 
‘We are to look,’ says Sir Isaac Newton, ‘for all the eleven 
horns of the fourth beast, among the nations on this side 
Greece.’ With respect to the Greek empire seated at Constan- 
tinople,’ we are not to reckon it, adds this great author, ‘among 
the Horns of the fourth Beast, because it belonged to the body — 
of the third.” ‘These Ten Horns,’ says bishop Halifax, ‘are the 
Ten Kingdoms of the Latin or western empire.’ *We must 
look,’ says bishop Newton, ‘for the Ten Kings or Kingdoms, 
where only they can be found, amid the broken pieces of the 
Roman empire.. The Roman Empire, as the Romanists them- 
selves allow, was, by means of the incursions of the northern 
nations, dismembered into Ten ap har ~ *Procopius,’ says 
Dr. Worthington. ‘who was. half Heathen and half Christian, 
and who therefore:could have but little regard for the scripture - 
propecies,—reckons up these several nations; and they prove 
to be in number exactly Ten, according to his recital.’ ‘As if 
‘that number of Ten,’ says Daubuz, chad been fatal in the Roman 
dominions, it hath been takennotice of upon particular oceca- 
sions. As‘about A. 1240 by Eberhard, bishop of Saltsburg in 
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the -diet-at -Ratisbon.—At the time of the -reformation— 
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were also Ten,’ ‘As. the number of the kingdoms,’ says. Mr. 
Whiston, ‘into which the Roman empire in Europe, agreea 


_ to the ancient. prophecies, was originally divided, A. D. 456, 


-was exactly Ten:—so is it also very nearly returned again. to 


the same.condition; and.at into ‘Ten grand 


or principal kingdoms or states.’ » ‘ 

However, “we need ‘not,’ as. observes, ined 
the after-divisions.—The “Holy Ghost only takes notice of that 
number in the origin of the Beast.’ We must know,?.says 
Jurieu, (speaking of the Ten Horns) ‘that things retain the 
mames which they bore in the original. withont regarding the 
alterations which time does bring along.’ To the same purpose 
Sir I. Newton, . After enumerating the ‘fen Kingdoms into 


which the western empire was divided, he, observes, ‘some of 


these kingdoms at length fell, and new: ones.atose: but -what- 

ever was their number afterwards, nny are @ still called the Ten 

ings from their first number.’ 
_To.ch. xiii. of the Apocalypse the most aitentive sennideration 


due... Whilst the Beast with Tea. Horns,the representative 


of the Ten Kings, and the emblem of Civil ' Tyranny, is pourtray- 
ed in-the first ten verses of the chapters’ the seven that follow 
contain an account of another emblematic Beas!, having. two 
horns like alamb, and speaking as a dragon, who isan ecclesi- 
-astical personage, and denotes the Antichristian Priesthood and 
Eeclesiastical Tyranny... That the: ten-horned, Beast 1s a per- 
sonage altogether distinct from the antichristian priesthood, is 
abundantly evident from a perusal of the xiiith chapter;| nor is 
this less clearly to be deduced from an inspection of the: pro- 
phetic scenery ofthe xviith; where the antichristian priesthood 
emblematised by a. woman sumptuously attired, and this 

The. account, given hy St. J ohn of the first Beast i is as follows. 
And I saw a Beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and 


ten horns, and.upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the 


name of blasphemy. And the Beast which I saw was like unto 
@ leopard, and his feet-were.as the feet of a bear, and his mouth 

as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him. his power, and 
his seat, and great authority. Ani JI saw one of his heads, ast 


were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and — 


all the. world wondered after the Beast...\.And they worshipped 
the dragon which gave power unto-the Beast: and they worship- 
ped the Beast, saying who is like unto the beast? Who is able:to 


‘make war with-him? And. there, was given unto him a. mouth 


king greatihings and blasphemies;.and ‘was given unto 


to. continue forty. and (120 months;.; 42 opened his mouth 
in blasphemy again to his 
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nacle, and’ that’ dwell in hédwen: And it wad given'anto 


Kim to make war with the saints, and to’overcome them: and power 
was piven him overall kindreds; and tongues, and nations. And 
all’ that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are 
not written in the book of life of the lamb slain from the founda- | 

This ‘Beast; cays’ Daubuz,’ is the representative of the *Ten 


‘Monarchies,? which arose ‘out of the ruins of the Roman em- 


ire.” *He représents,’ says Mr. Pyle, ‘the Civil Powers of the . 

oman empire,’ meaning that empire in its present state, as 
divided into a ‘number of independent governments. In con- 
tradistinction to the other, it is denominated by bishop Newton 
‘the Secular Beast;? and his lordship correctly says, that whilst 
the other Beast ‘enslaves the consciences,’ this ‘subdjugates the 
bodies of men.’ ‘St. John,’ says the prelate ‘saw thie Beast 
rising out of the sea, but the Roman empire ‘was risen and- 
established long before St. John’s time, and therefore this must 
be the Roman empire, not in its then present, but in some’ 
future shape and form; and it arose in another shape and form, | 
after it was broken to pieces by the incursions of the northern 
nations.—And the sovereignty, which before was exercised by 
Rome alone, was now transferred and divided’ among Ten 
Kingdoms.’- In correspondence with this, Mr. Pyle'says, you 


have the same Beast in a new shape.--It is no longer a pagan 


empire; but it is the same dominion under Ten weak Tyrants.’ 
‘Those Ten Kingdoms of the Roman empire,’ says Mr. Whis- 
ton, ‘which arose in the fifth century, are that great Beast 
with seven heads and ten horns. -But important as the subject 
is, I am introducing authorities with a needless profusion; 
since the prophet himself has communicated to us direct inform- 
ation on the point, not only telling us that this emblematic — 
Beast had Ten Horns, and upon his Horns, Ten Crowns, but that 
the Ten: Horns are Ten Kings. It deserves also to be noted, 
that the dragon is expressly said to have given to the ten-horned 
Beast his power. Now ‘a dragon,’ as bishop Hurd observes, 
when speaking of this passage, ‘is the known symbol of the old ~ 
Roman government in its pagan, persecuting state.” ‘And who 
succeeded the Roman emperors in their power, but the Ten 
Rings among whom the provinces of the empire was distrib- 

_ Thesymbolic import of sea, from which the ten-horned Beast 


is said to have risen, perfectly harmonizes with these observ-| 


ations. ‘Z'he sea,’ says Daubuz, ‘signifies a multitude of men 


imecommotion or-war. Therefore in Daniel’s visions we find. 


the four winds striving upon the great sea, and out of it four great 
beasts-arising, to signify that four great monarchies should arise 
out of the wars, which should happenin the world; one of 

which bears the characters of this beast.” In the same manner, 


» 
oy 
a 
> 
é 
a 4 
> 
. 
® 
oa 
4 
4 
j 
* 
a 
me. 
= 
~ 
> ; 
. 
bid % 
4 
ag 
4. 
ty 
4 


..Lancaster’s: abridgement, of Daubuz); *the, ascending, of the: 
wild Beast,. here described, from the sea denotes. that.the ty-. 
rannical power.represented has its. origin. from wars.snd com- 
motions. And forasmuch.as this. wild Beast has.seven heads and. 
ten horns, as well ss the dragon, hereby is denoted, that he is: 

ssed of the same. empire as the dragon was;, and conse- 
quently that the wars and commotions, from whence this beast 
had his rise, were such as had happened in the Roman empire, 


in the passage under consideration; (J am now transcribing from. 


by the irruptions ofthe barbarons.nations.” 
~The. Secular Beast is likened to the bear, the leopard and the. 
lion.. These, says Mr. Lowman, are ‘famous for strength and, 
rapaciousness in seizing and devouring their prey.’ T ey are 
therefore, admirably expressive of the formidable power ana the. 
lundering policy of the antichristian monarchies of Europe. 
tis, remarks.an early commentator, ‘said to be'like a leopard,. 
full of spois, swift and cruel; to bave the feet of a bear, which. 
grasps both with the hindermost. and foremost legs and claws; 
and to have the mouth of a lion, to tear and devour. The gov- 
ernment which this nature doth affect is absolute, to have all in. 
subjection in its. will without any other rule. or laws.’ The 
epithet of scarlet-colored is fastened upon this Beast, observe 
bishop Newton and Mr. Pyle, ‘to.denote his cruelty.’ | 


‘ 


QUESTIONS CONCERNING NEW SOCIETY. 
_If New Society is to be created, will.it:be created by the 


Christian religion, or for the Christian religion? But perhaps i — 


do not make myself understood. Let me try it again. You 
know that in. chemical. science some things are said’ to be bad. 
conductors of heat, electricity, &c. Now has not-Old Society 


proved itself to be a bad conductor of Christianity ?, Is not the 


progress of the gospe: obstructed at every step by the senti- 
ments of infidelity, atheism and irreligion, which it has to en- 
counter in it?. Do not theevil habits and customs, the pleasures 
and pursuits which belong to Old Society prove an. effectual 
barrier against the universal spread of the gospel? And since 
this is true. (for who will deny it?) will not the new political 
society spoken of by the prophets be. created for.the purpose of 
facilitating the progress, and establishing the permanency and. 
gary. of the true religion in all the earth?. That-is, Will not 
Yew Seciety, in the providence of God. introduced for the: 
benefit of Christianity rather than by itt ‘Will not the problem: 
of the Millenium be solved. by this fact,, namely: the cleansed) 


church Shall..be planted down ina cleansed political society: 
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vhat is, shall the clean church bein a clean place? At present 
the reverse of this istrue. We haveadefiled church in a de- 
filed political society. Or if occasionally the principles of 
reformation succeed, so as to purify a body or assembly of wor- | 
shippers, then we have acleansed church in a defiled society! 
And how longa clean thing can remain so in an unclean place 
may be learned from the history of all the religious establish- 
ments which are around us, which however pure at their ori- 
gination, never fail to become corrupted as they grow in years, 
and to be filled with all unrighteousness. 


ANSWER. 


Nothing is more abundantly evident to those who are engaged 
in propagating original Christianity than that the manners and 
customs, the habits, sentiments, pursuits and pleasures of so- 
ciety as now constituted, present the most formidable obstruc- 
tions to the progress and stability of religion. It is not to be 
expected therefore, that until there isa radical change in society, 
even original Christianity will enjoy that distinguished favor 
and meet with that eminent success to which by its relation to 
the best interests of mankind, it isso justly entitled. But while 
it is most certain that ancient society has proved itself to be a 
sorriful conductor of the true religion, 1 might say a non- . 
conductor, yet we cannot subscribe to the sentiment that Chris- 

tianity will have no hand in changing it. The persons engaged 
in the framing, modelling and adopting of the American Con- 
stitution were themselves in most instances not Christians, yet 
who would say that Christianity had nothing to do with the 
origination of the Republic of the United States? No sensible 
man would say so. Well, those who may be employed in the 
creating of new Society may themselves not be true Christiane, 
but who would expect that any one within the limits of Chris- 
tendom, who should propose any radical amelioration of Society, 
should be wholly free from the reflex influence of Christianity ? 
Nay, itis just within the limits of Christendom that we may 
hope to see new government and a new people arise; and if 
the society which such shall form be not created directly by 
those personally possessing an experimental acquaintance with 
our religion, yet it shall be for the everlasting benefit of all who 
do. Inother words, if new Society is not created by Christians, — 
it will be created for them; and seated down in the midstofa _ 
people whose manners and customs, habits, sentiments, pur- 
suits ‘and pleasures will be in greater harmony with her insti- 
tutions, the church shall spread her doctrines around the world, 
and make an easy conquest of mankind. Meanwhile it is ex- 
tremely encouraging to know that in all our. efforts to convert 
mankind, ‘we stil are’ advancing their best ‘interests, and pre- 
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paring them for that greatest and last revolution which is to 


change the face of human affairs, and stamp a new character 
upon the world; and not only so, but we are preparing the 
saints for heaven. This is encouragement enough for all, not 
only to continue, but to increase tlicir efforts in the cause of 
true religion. So that if We survive not to see that happy 
period which has so long been the object of hope With the peo- 

le of God, we may at least die in the consciousness of having 


ived doing all that we could to make others meet to be partakers” 


Is then, the problem of the Millenium solved by this fact, 
that the church cleansed from all corrupted religion, shall be 
seated down in an external political society, cleansed from all 
impure, irrational and unnatural manners and customs, pur- 
suits and pleasures?.. The thought will be deemed a curious 
one atleast. Itis supposed that the great change or revolu- 


tion, upon the verge of which we all now stand, is signified by 


the following solemn and sublime words, ‘‘And the heaven. de- 
parted as a scroll when it is rolled together.””—Rev. vie., 14 v. 


UNION OF PROTESTANTS. 


_ APPEAL TO THE AMERICAN CuuURCHES, with a.plan for Catholic 
Union. By 8. S. Schmuker, D, D., Professor of Didactic and 
Polemic Theology in the Theological Seminary of the General 
Synod of.the Lutheran Church, Gettysburgh, Pa. | 
_ Thisis a small work of one hundred pages, intended to unite, 
if possible; upon.the proposed plan of the author, all Protestant 
Churches. It is written in a spirit of much Christian liberality, 
with considerable force of argument and knowledge of history. 
In his preliminary ehapter, Dr. Schmucker demonstrates from 
_ Scripture injunctions, from primitive apostolic Christianity, and 


from .its, consequences, the evil of sectarianism, or perty di- 


yision-in. the Church of Christ; and having settled this, point 
with great force and clearness, he next proceeds “to inquire, 
what is the more immediate and specific nature of that union 
which characterized the primitive Church, and which is obiga- 


tory on us to promote.” ‘ Ele shows that 


« 


‘ 


-_» Ast, ‘It is certain that this union did not consist in any com- 


pact ecclesiastical organization of the entire Church in a nation 


or empire under one supreme judicatory. 


_. 2d, **Thatthe Primitive Unity of the Church did not consist in 


the organization of the whole Church on earth under one visible 
head, such as the Pope of Rome and the papal hierarchy, — 


$d, ‘That the unity of the primitive Church did not consist in 


absolute unanimity in religious sentiment, 
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All these things Dr. Schmueker makes veryclear. And. pre- 
- Supposing the existence and prevalence among our primitive 


: brethren of that unity of spirit, which alone gives life and value 
¥ to all the external forins of religion, he proceeds to. show what 
; were the positive and apparent means of manifesting and 
this unity of spirit among the original churches. 
ith a dignity and frankness highly becoming a member of that 
church which had the great Luther for one of its pillars, Dr. 
Schmucker propounds as the first of those principal means for 
preserving unity of spirit among primitive Christians was this, 
namely: ‘entire unity of name.” His words are, i 
Ist, ‘*The first “means of union was entire unity of name; 
that is, the careful avoidance of all names which implied differ- 
ence, or division. In the apostolic age, the followers of the 
' Redeemer were technically called Christians, and only Chris- 
tians. The churches in different places were distinguished by 
geographical designations, and by these alone. We readvof the 
church at Jerusalem, the church at Corinth, the church at Rome, 
&c., but not of the Pauline, Appoline, or Cephine church, nor 
ee ofachurch named after any one but him who bought the 
| church—not a part of the church, but the \shole church, with 
his blood. Let it not be supposed that this is an unimportant 
feature of Christian union. Paul the apostle did not thus 
regard it when he so promptly met and repelled the attempt of 
those at Corinth who adopted.such sectarian names, saying 
—*6*T am of Paul,’ and ‘1 am of Apollos,’ and ‘I am of Cephas.’ ” 
He expressly forbade their adoption of such names, declarin 
that by so doing they implied, that their adopted leaders h 
| died for them, and that they had been baptized into their names. 
iy The sentiments of the church during the earlier centuries, ma 
ral be learned from Lactantius at the commencement of the 4t 
century. ‘*fhe Montanists, Novatians, Valentians, or what- 
ever else they eall themselves, have ceased to be Christians, 
because they have renounced the name of Christians, and called 
themselves by the names of men.’’—Jnstit. div. iv, c. 30. This 
estimate of the importance of unity of name, is doubtless over- 
: wrought, yet the influence of different names is far from being 
ene unimportant at present. ‘*Names are things,”’ said that distin- 
eS guished and laborious servant of Christ, the Rev. Dr. A. Green, 
when. on assuming the editorial ehair of the ‘*Presbyterian 
Magazine,’ he changed its title to ‘Christian Advocate.” 
His reasons for this change he thus assigns: ‘*We usually form 
some judgment. of a publication from its title, and indeed 
itis for this very purpose thata title is given. Now,on hearing 
of a Presbyterian Magazine, some, it appears, have set it down 
vat.once as'a sectarian work, of which the main and ultimate 
design would be to-diffuse and defend the doctrines and 
“opinions which are peculiar to Presbyterians, and on ‘this 


ra 
| 
e 
4 
& 


‘THE EVANGELIST» 
% 


account they have resolved to give it no encouragement.” 
What is here acknowledged of the term Presbyterian is equally 

true of every other sectarian name of Christian churches. 
Whilst it is conceeded that the substitution of geographical for 
sectarian names could not remove the whole difficulty, it is 
equally certain that it would not be without its influence. 
Even Celsus, the bitter foe of Christians, when. charging on 

them as criminal their differences on non-essentials, which 
among them, in his day was compelled to acknow- 
ledge as one bond of unity among them, their unity of name. 

‘Thousands of enlightened, true Christians of different denom- 

‘inations differ only in name. And thousands there are among 
the more ignorant, who exhibit much acerbity against other 

_ seets and preposession for their own, and yet are ignorant of - 

all the points between them except the name.” 
Mr. dcenstthiet having laid down the ‘‘entire unity of name,’’ — 
as a principal external means of manifesting and perpetuating 
unity of spirit among the first disciples of Christ, next says, 

@d. ‘Phe second bond of union among the primitive churches, 
was unity of opinion in all fundamental doctrines, that is, the 
profession of a creed of fundamentals.” : 

- Dr. Schmuker vouches that a creed of fundamentals is pre- 

by the apostle’s injunction ‘earnestly to contend 

r the faith once delivered to the saints; and finally, that the 
existence of such ereed is proved by the fact that every candi- 
date for baptism was required first to profess it, asin the case of 
theeunuch. ‘If thou believest with all thy heart thou mayest 
be baptized.”” ‘The custom of requiring of all applicants for 
baptism a confession of their faith in the fundamentals of the 
gospel, seems to have been general throughott the whole 
ehurch, for among the earliest documents of Christian antiquity 

. that have reached us, there is one which by the universal testi- 

mony of the Christian fathers, is an authentic collection of the 

several points of doctrine to which this assent was required 
from the days of the apostles, we mean the Apostles’ Creed,” so 

-ealled.””. Dr. Schmuker remarks of this creed, that it is highly 
‘interesting and important to modern Christians, Ist, because it 

shows what their primitive brethren thought the Seriptures 
taught, and 2d, that in order to the unity of the Church they 
deemed it lawful to demand unanimity only in fundamental 

doctrines. ‘This creed, let it be remembered, was the only one 
which was adopted in the charch of Christ until the fourth 
century, in which the Couneil of Nice adopted one of the same 

“import, and of but little greater length.” 
- *T believe in God, the Father, Almighty, the maker of heaven 

“And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
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under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.—The 
third day he arose from the dead, he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God, the Father, A nlenty: 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | 
*‘f believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy universal church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and the life everlasting.” | | | 
$*To this some copies add the sentence, ‘‘descended into 
hades,” or the place of departed spirits; but jt was not found 
in the creed of this Latin churches until the sixth century. 
‘¢All who adopted these doctrines, and adorned them by a 
consistent walk, were regarded as worthy members of the one 
universal church of Christ, were every where admitted to sacra- 
mental communion by right. | 
3d. **The third bond of union among primitive Christians, 
bl the mutual acknowledgment of each other’s acts of disci- 
ine. 
“‘Ifan individual was excommunicated or under censure in 
one church he could not obtain admissionintoany other. Asa 
security against imposition it was customary for persons of good 
standing when travelling into strange . places, to take letters of 
introduction, or certificates of their good standing feom the 
pastor, : 


~ Ath, “The fourth bond of union among the primitive Chris- 
tians was sacramental and ministerial communion. - 
_ **This broad principle of Scriptural Christian communion ex- 
tends to all indiscriminately whom we regard as true disciples 
of Christ. Thus jt is laid down by Peter: ‘‘Inasmuch as God 
ave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the 
Ford Jesus Christ, what was [ that [ could withstand Godt” 
It is equally certain that ministerial communion, and official 
acknowledgment pervaded the church in her primitive ages. 
_ Sth. **The fifth means by which unity was promoted and 
preserved among the primitive Christians, was occasional 
epistolary communieation. _ 
' “Ofthis fact we have abundant proof in the epistles of Clement, 
Polycarp, Ingnatius and Barnabas, who were called apostolic 
fathers, because they lived partly in the apostolic age. From 
Eusebius we learn that Dionysius of Corinth about the year 
A. D. 160 sent abroad num2rous epistles of this kind. 
. “We cannot but commend the epistle of the venerable 
Dr. Planck of Germany, to the General Synad of the Lutheran 
church in this country, as also the epistles of the Cangregational 
and Presbyterian churches of the United Siates to the Christians 
of the same denomination in Europe. Still, all these epistles 
bear on their front the badge of schism, for they were addressed 
by sects, not to the Christians of another country in general, 
but only to Christians of the pare sect. They were epistles 
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from followers.of Paul and Apollos in one land to disciples of the 


eame leaders in anotherland. [This is the nature of all religious” 


communion at this day. ] | W. Scorr. 

- 6th. ‘*The last bond of union was the occasional consultation 
of different churches by representatives convened in a council 
or synod. ‘This means of prolonging unity among Christians 


‘was for several reasons not very frequently resorted tointhe ~ 


the apostolic age.—As, however, neither Christ nor his apostles 


have appointed such bodies as courts of judicature, or appeal, it 


is probable, their decision should be regarded merely as 
advisory. 
_ **We have thus endeavored faithfully to exhibit the features 
which constituted the unity of the primitive church. Let us 
now pursue the subject farther, deduce the principles furnished 
by these facts, and finally develope a plan to restore the unity 
of the body of Christi—a consummation devoutly to be wished 
by every disciple.’ 

be continued.) 


2 Last night we had a Love Feast: It was opened by prayer, 
and psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. The sweetest 


brotherly feeling pervaded the assembly, which, by the way, 


was large, the house being crowded. A brotherC. D. Hurlbut 


then addressed us on the subject of true love—or of that divine — 


passion which is felt by a heart purified by the principles and 
privileges of the gospel of Christ—faith and forgiveness, or faith 


 wnfeigned and a good conscience. Another brother J. Cochran 


followed, and cited, as authority for the Feast, primitive custom 


and words of scripture. Prayers and praises were again offer- 


ed to Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb. The 
refreshment was introduced, and after thanks and praises to 
God through Jesus Christ, was distributed among the people. 
The end or intention ofthe Feast was carefully and distinctly 
stated by the presiding brother. The effects of a too didactic 
theology, the results upon professors in formality, coolness, and 


- sometimes absolute coldness, of too precise and sectarian an ex- 


pisasiien of the scriptures, are obvious in all the churches. 
Many are utterly ignorant both of the persons and names of 
their brethren. Most professors have only a few favorites, and 
upon these they expend all the blessings of their spiritual com- 
munion. They know no other; they seek to know no other; 
and it is to be regretted that the exact organization of our reli- 
gious establishments everywhere, is too favorable to these par- 
tial feelings. Our Luve—Feast was intended then to correct and 


- counteract these unehristian results, and to extend, if possible, 
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the knowledge of all to each member in the assembly. For this 


purpose the elders and officers of the institution, mo,ed out of 


their places, and walked down the aisle saluting, and convers- 
ing with, every one on their, way saint and sinner—Methodisis, 
Presbyterians, Baptists, New Jerusalemites, &c. of all whom we 
Met some ourselves, and consequently had personal assurance 
of their. presence on this interesting occasion. The elders and 


Officers were soon followed by the body of the disciples, who 
now crossed the meeting—house in every direction, saluting 
their brethren, and the strangers with all affection, and forming 
many new acquaintances both withthe oneand the other. The 


simple refreshment consisted of a bunch of raisins and a small 


confection of cake. Every body seemed to partake of it with 
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and rejoicing 
in the favour of one another. Noscene, perhaps, cou'd be 
more interesting. It was a great multitude of the foliowers of 
Christ moved upon by tho command of their master that it was 
their duty to love one another. And surely if any brother. who 
was rich, desired for charitable purposes to become acquainted 
with the poor, this was the time for bestowing gifts, and forming 
acquaintances. Qn such an occasion a wealthy brother might 
confer favours on many of the poor children of God, and none 


‘but hisGod know it. 


_ The assembly was now called to order; and a brother, impres- 
sed perhaps by the multitudinous appearance of the scene which 
had just passed, addressed the whole from this scripture. ‘And 
I beheld, and lo! a great multitude whom no man could num- 
ber, ofevery nation, tribe, people and language stood before the 
throne of God and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands; and ciied with a loud voice, saying, 
Salvation to our God who sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb.” The great number of the saved, their variety, from 
ali nations, &c., the noble station which they occupied in.the 
presence of God, their robes of purity, their palms of victory, 


and their employment in praising God and the Lamb were 


briefly and successively touched, and the speaking concluded. | 
Thanks and praises were again offered to God and. unto the 
Lamb, when the assembly was dismissed. 

Upon the whole it appeared to us that the meeting was well 
culated to bring about the effectintended. Many new acquaint- 
ances were formed, the feelings were relaxed and generalized, 
the spirits of all seemed to be refreshed, and perhaps the bigotry 
and prejudice which distinguish us Christians in these lastdays 
were in many persons considerably abated. Notexcepting our 
own brethren, [ know not one connection in Christendom that 
is not defiled by a party spirit. Noone assembly on earth dare 
look at itself and independeatly of the other assemblies of the same 


faith and order. When we speak of the Christiansof acitywe 
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say the Presbyterian church in Pittsburgh, the Methodist church 
in Pittsturgh, the Baptist, the Covenanting, the Secederjchurch 
ih Pittsburgh, and the Disciples’ church in Pittsburgh; but who 
dare say as Paul would say, ‘‘thechurch of God in Pittsburgh,” 
meaning all who in Pittsburgh call on the name of the Lord, 
**both theirs and ours,” as Paul again would say? Better times, 
times when there’ will be one body and ane spirit, are we hope, 


LETTERS. 


+ “Peace and grace to you through Jesus Christ. May he 
make you a blessing tomany people, 
- Nothing very interesting occurred in our passage up the 
river. Although we hoped to leave on Wednesday, yet we 
were detained til] late on Thursday; and after many delays 
occasioned both by loading and unloading, reached Pittsburgh 
only on Monday afternoon, so that in fact we were nearly five 
days in ascending the river. Hither, at last, however. we 
‘arrived in safety, for which our devoutest gratitude is due to 
the Father of mercies, to whom be praise and all honor for ever 
ane ever. | 
- On Friday morning there arose a slight religious dispute upon 
the boiler-deck,: between two of the passengers, one of whom — 
seemed in the first instance to be a Universalist, but as his sen- | 
timents became farther developed, it was evident that he had 
no faith in the scriptures asa divine revelation. He proved 
himself nevertheless capable of citing particular portions at 

eat length, and had nearly vanquished his opponent, when, 
Gs casualty common enough in such places and on such an 
occasion, the whole business was transferred to new hands. 
A great variety of subjects now passed rapidly across the field 
of debate; and foreknowledge, the fall, predestination, election, 
sin, death; and many other topics of an equally grave nature, 
the attention of the parties and of the 
audience, which, by the way, was made up of nearly all! the 
passengers. | In this protracted and desultory argumentation 
two things’ were sufficiently obvious, namely: ist, that there 
is a powerful susceptibility in the human mind for points and 
particular topics. It seems to be with the eye of the mind as 
with the eye of the body.—The external vision does not like to 
dwell on vacuity, it longs for an object to rest upon, and readily 
leaves space for points. Itis thus also with the eye of the 
mind. It searches for particulars in the first instance. But 


while it was very apparent that all the points of foreknowledge : 
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predestination, sin, the fall, &c., had made powerful impres- 
sions upon the minds of those engaged in this running fight, it 
‘was no less so that they were, if not wholly, at least in a very 
_ great degree, unprovided with the materia of knowledge, both 
_ philosophical and scriptural, which was necessary to settle such 
‘remote, though perhaps not unimportant questions. | 
To narrow the ground, and if possible to make the whole 
more profitable to the audience by throwing aside the unsettled, 
and perhaps unsettleable things which distracted the combat- 
ants, it- was atthis point proposed, whether it would not be 
better to limit matters by selecting a particular question. This 
was approved, and the question of the Messiahship was intro- 
' duced. It was here agreed, that this, if determined in the 
‘affirmative, would solve all difficulties. At this juncture, afair — 
opportunity of imparting some light upon the first principles of 
the gospel presented itself. Nothing can be more unwise in 
one who would propagate a knowledge of Christianity than to 
enter upon the investigation of a point remote from its begin- 
ning. The people generally are utterly unenlightened in the 
first principles. The Messiahship, or faith, or repentance, or 
other topic lying upon the threshhold of Christianity, is all that 
the general mind is at this crisis prepared for. | ) 
The passengers were inclined to treat us with great respect, 
and requested me tospeak tothem. I did so; but they were 
chiefly young men, fond of pleasure, and most of them mer- 
chants on their way to the East for their summer stock of 
goods, and consequently but illy pure to profit by any thing 
that might be said on religion. One of them, however, a phy- 
‘sician, about twenty-four yearsof age, conceiving a favor for me, 
made known to me the state of his mind on religion, andseemed 
surprised ait the views which were presented tohim. It was 
evident he had never heard or conceived of matters as under- 
stood by our brethren and written in the scripture. He seemed 
greatly struck with surprise that immediate pardon should be 
associated with baptism, and said he would consider the matter. 
I was sensibly affected with the case of a young man who 
told me he was on his way to Boston. He had left his father’s 
house some years ago, and had since that time been véry prodi- 
gal. When he lived at home his father was wont to be truly 
religious, and in the duty of instructing his family was rather 
remarkably attentive. é not only prayed, but was scrupul- 
ously careful to question his children on the holy scriptures 
‘every day. The family was blessed, and full of happiness. 
But in an évil hour the unfortunate parent undid in a moment 
the work of years. The membersof the femily had one oe 
been out at different religious meetings: when they all arrive 
home the father seemed more than ordinarily happy, and told» 
the family that he was; but alas! they had small reason te con- 
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ratulate him, for just as this juncture he subjoined the foliow- 
ing: ‘*My children, { am unable to conceal: from vou. the great 
change which has recently passed upon my religious senti- 
ments. I solemnly believe in the final restoration of all men to 
true holiness and everlasting: happiness.””. The family were 
confounded: the declaration withered all the buddings and 
blossomings. of religious principles which his former.care had 
created; from that moment the deluded father prayed and read 
tohis family no more. The character of the house underwent 
asensible change; it deteriorated in every respect; and the 
young. man who gave me this: history finally abandoned the 

aternal roof to try lis fortune in the West, . This was the 

itter fruit of Universalism. Inthe midst of. his prodigality 
however, the young man had been led to hear preaching, and 
was converted. Hesaid he wason his way back to his father’s 
house in the iiope that he could be of real. benefit to his soul. 
The son was unwilling that his parent.now advanced in years 
should die with this lie in his right hand. How great an orna- 
ment to youth is piety! and how sensibly had_ it affected the 
heart of this young man! Hiseyes were full of tears while he 
recited to me his history; and indeed, his filial piety appeared 
so great that [ could not refrain from weeping with him. How 


greatly conservative of the best affections. of the heart is the 


_Teligion of Christ! and how unfortunate is that person who, like 
the father of this young man, thinks these the best views of 
Christianity. which lead him to abandon prayer, the reading of 
the scriptures, and the religious duty due from him to his own 
It is devoutly to be hoped that there is much latent reverence 
for our Creator in the minds of our fellow citizens, for the 
-amount of apparent, Godliness is on many occasions extremely 
small. Of about one hundred passengers, not more than six 


seemed to have any acquaintance with religion. They brought 


me in mind of the people of Cicero’s day, who spent their time 
chiefly in talking in the forum and at the corners of the streets of 
Rome, of things and matters which profited them not.  Busi- 
Mess, novels, newspapers, cards, &c., engaged all hearts and 
-heads and hands, but neither piety nor philosophy were dis- 
coursed of by any aboard. This is shocking in a population 

deemed Christian. How much more rationally and profitably 

would they have spent their time, had they discpssed some 
literary, philosophical or religious question! Or if instructed 
in music, as allour youths ought to be, how much more agree- 
‘able to have listened to them, had they united in the perform- 
of a piece of sacred music! The manners and customs of 
our society are in most instances very hostile to the diffusion of 
‘true religion. Could the study of sacred music be substituted 
many of the frivolous pleasures to. which our youth. are 
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addicted, the’ first; would, I doubt not, prove highly favorable 


“Boone Cu,, Mo., Feb. 16,1841, 
"We have lately been blessed with numerous accsssions 
fo the churches of Christ in this section of country. At Bear 
Creek and Columbia we have had 12 or 14 additions. Brother 
Thomas Smith and myself were in Fulton the 2d Lord’s day of 
January, where there were 7 additions. Fro. Wil!s and] were 
_ there again last Sunday, when one other confessed the Lord. 
We were with the brethren near Millersburg the Lord’s day 
previous, when two were immersed, and one other confessed. 
On Friday before the 5th Lord’s day in January, a meeting 
commenced in Fayette, Howard county, which continued for 
ten days. Brothers Smith, Lancaster, Wills, Prewitt, Burton 
and myself, of the teaching brethren were present. Brother 
Wills and myself left before the meeting closed, but Brother 
Smith and others remained to the end. The result was 59 
additions, embracing a few Methodists and Baptists, one or two 
Episcopalians; the rest I believe by faith and obedience, It 
was truly a glorious time. Among the number who united I 
must mention Brother H. L. Boon and lady. ‘Brother Boon 
had for many years been arespectable preacher in the Methodist 


church, but had withdrawn from them a short time previous. - 


On’ Lord’s day, when he came forward to unite, he gave an 
able and interesting address, assigning the reasons for his pre- 
vious and present course. He was listened to with profound 
attention by a vast crowd, and I am confident but few gave him 
their attention, who were rot entirely satisfied with his con- 
duct. He parted from his former brethren, having a ‘‘moral 
‘afid ministerial character free from reproach.” It -is due to 
Brother Smith to say that at the above meeting he was our 
principal speaker. He has truly been a blessing to Missouri. 

rother Scott, can’t you make us a visit some time during the 


resent yeart Affectionately your brother in the hope of 


eaven, Tuomas M. ALLEN, 


Dear Bro. Scorr rt: Grace, mercy and peace be multiplied unto 
‘you. I have concluded to employ a leisure moment in writing 


to you a few'lines, the object of which is to inform you, con- _ 
cerning 3 recent protracted meeting of ten days-continuance, 
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in the town of Dayton, in the labors of which.I was assisted all 
the time by brother Padget, who resides there, and occasionally 
by brother J. Swallow. We had a most joyful time. The 
brethren were greatlyrefreshed, and sinners eagerly ‘‘heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of their salvation,”’ believed and obeyed 
were *‘sealed with he Holy Spirit of promise,” and enabled to 


‘rejoice in possession of a present salvation. the com- 


mencement of the meeting, up tothe date on which I left, some 
39 persons were immersed, besides a number of immersed per- 
sons united with the brethren, making in all some 52 additions 
to the congregation, The prospect for more was flattering, 
when | left, to fill my appointments at other points, and I have 
learned that quite a number more were brought into the fold of 
the Redeemer. The Lord prosper the brethren in Dayton, and 
cause them to abound more and more in every good work. 
Very affectionately your brother, Pinkerton. 


Dry Creek, Ky, March 17th, 1841. 
_ Bro. Scort: Enclosed I send you Bro, T. M. Allen’s letter: 


and I also will give you an account of my labors in the gospel 


for the year 1840. There was added to the congregations. of 


_ + the Lord where I preached, upwards of 100 persons, most of 


them by baptism, some € or 7 Baptists, several Methodisis and 
1 Roman Catholic. Among the number three of my own 
family,a young gentleman I had hired, a neice that lives with 
me, and one of my sons, so that all my children that are old 


- enough to understand the gospel have obeyed it. I yet have 


three .more little ones that I am trying to train upin the way 
they should go. My health has been so precarious and deli- 
cate that I have not preached much the past winter, but God 
willing I calculate to do all I can to promote his cause and 
kingdom the present year. On Friday next I calculate (God 
willing) to go to the S. i’. Bigbone, and if my health will permit, 


arewell. 


Joun G. Exxis, 


er several days. May the good Lord bless.you and yours. 


Protestantism:—No one Protestant sect is more numerous than 
all the-others taken together. The Lutheran church, which is 
by far the largest, numbers, according to the best authorities, 
a population, of about 30,000,000, whilst the whole body of 
Protestants amounts to about 70,000,000, . Hence it is evident 
that.the peculiar distinguishing doctrine of each. sect, .dishe- 
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Bell, Milford, O. pd 1839; Arnold, Covington, Ky. 
pd 1840; Bro: Casner, Carthage, pd 1840; also 2 H. Books; Wm. 
Jrawford, Shelby co. Ky. pd $1: Mrs: Catherine A. Gale, Cin. 0. 


d °41; W.B. Flinn, Rushville, Rush co. Ia. pd’41; J. D. Dawson, 
exington, Ky. pd’39-"40: John Williams and Aaron Ashbrook, pd 


941, and John O. Day, ’40, Cynthiana, Ky. Judge Collins, Oxford, O. 


’41; C. Babbs, Carthage, pd *40; Wm. Cole, Wilmington, Ia. pd 41 


rig Bro: T; M. Allen, Columbia, Mo. pd ’41; Walter Wheatley, Harrods- 
purgh, Ky. pd J. W. Smyser and Geo, Seebolt, Newburg, 


d’40; Samuel Banks, Winchester, Mo. pd’41; E. B. Jenkins, 
armel P. O. Ia. pd °41; Lydia Johnson, Bladensburg, O. pd 1841; 


William Sidener, Centreville, Bourbon Ky. paid volume-9; 


M. Cole, Charleston, Ia: pd. for Lemuel Ford,. vols. 6-7; for John 
C. Parker, vols. 6-7; for Sarwan Parr, vols. 6-7-8; for Samuel Parr, 
vol. 6; for J. C. Parker, vol. 8. M, Cole, 2 copies G. Restored, $3. 
Ira Dibble, N: Lisbon, Columbiana co. Ohio, paid for Bro: Cunning- 
ham, East Fairfield, voi. 7-8; for Susan Whitaker, Elizabeth Small, 
B. Pritchard, A. Gaskill, J. Connover, and Mrs. Mariah Roach each 


$1. (Bro: Dibble please extend the circulation of the Ev: among the. 


-.. brethren of your vicinity and oblige W.S.) Bro: R. White, P. M. | 
 N: Castle, Henry co. Ky. paid for Benj: Thomas, $1 ,50; for do, $1 


vols. 7-8: for Hymn Books $2 .50, David Shallenberger, Connells- 


_ ville, Fayette co. Pen: pd, for Jacob Newmyer, Christian Newcomer, 
_. & Benj: Shallenberger, and formerly $3 for himself; (Bro: Shallenber- 
ger, John Reece’s pamphlet has been sent to Stoystown, and that 


of H. Cunningham to Mt: Pleasant. Please increase the list of sub- 


scribers and oblige W.S.) Willis Johnson, Mason, N. H. pd vol. 8. 


(Bro: J. please enlarge our subscription in your parts & oblige yours 


W. 8.) Bro: A. E. Strickle, Wilmington, Clinton co. Ohio, pd, 
for James Evans, Wm. Hibben, Jacob Strickle, Mary Babb, C. D. — 
- Hughes, vol. 7; John Runnells, A. Wilson, B, Bashore, G. Jenkins, 


Ed. Bond, T. Howe Jr. and Morris R. Chew, vols. 7-8. (Bro: S. 


winebroad, Wattsbro’, Va. W. A. Stone, W. Wilson, H. Woton,- 


 W. Arvine and F. Lester, paid by G. W. Watts, P. M., Wattsbro’, 
Va. Mrs. Duerson, Harmony Landing, Oldham co., paid 1841. 
I Alexander, West Alexander, Washington co., Pa. Alex. Dickey, 
Drv Creek, Ky., paid 739 and °40. Jed. Foster, Miss Jones, Bur- 
lington, Boone co., Ky. paid ’39 and *40. Mrs. Kirtley, Mr. owes, 
Mrs. Sandford, same place, paid ’40. Jacob Dubois, Fairfield, —. 
“Fayette co., Ind. paid 40-41. F. Cornthwait, Munroe O. pd ’39-40.. 


accept my thanks: help forward Hulda Bradley, Shalers- 
ville, Portage co, O. pd, vols. 7-8; Bro: P. S. Fall, Poplar—Hill, Ky. | 

pd, all arrearages forselfand brethren Major and Chiles. Allen Tav- 
lor, Jeffersontown, Jefferson co. Ky. paid $1. Geo: Waldroff,, 
Harrison, O., and D. E. Hartpence pare arrearages. Atgustus 
~Echert, Trenton, O., paid 1841. B. 


paid for °38-"9 and ’40, $3 by bro. J. C. Huckleburv, P. M. George 


James, Charleston, [nd., 


Mrs. Ferguson, Versailles; Mr. Vandake and James Ellis, pd, 1840;- 


Br: Fisher, Crittenden, paid 1 doz. Hymn Books and Evan: for 1840; 


- Bros. Wheeler and Morrow, Winchester, Ky. pa vol. 8; Elder Cook, 
Sturdevant, Raven- 


Cadiz, O. vol. 8; Dr Winans, $5,00 for 1840; 
na, O. $3; Bro: Standiford, paid up to 1841, for the list at Shelbyville, 


Ky. John Miller, Bellefontaine, O. pd; Elder John Gano pd, $3,00 
“W. Tisdal, Cynthiana, Harrison co Ky. 


d 1840; J. M, Matthews, 


Bloomington, la. pd 1840; Thomas M. Henley, King & Queen co. 
Va. pd 1839-40; John Rich, Ludlow’s Ky. pd $3; J. Patton, Law- 
- yenceburgh, Ia. pd $1, Nelson Holland, Cin. O. pd 1840; Dr. Bell, 
Louisville, Ky. pd 1840; Aaron Lane, Mt, Healthy pd 1840; Robert 
Gardner, Carthage pd vol.8; John M. Holton, Minerva Ky. pil 1840* 
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